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from violent and inconſiderate acts f 
pieſhnat toferitagent! * And it is. not at all 


probable that the people will be ha- 


roughly: or ſufficiently united to act a- 
gainſt the common enemy, until they 
have nnn they may think: 
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verninent, (in caſe their: endeavours a- 


effectual to inſure a (reformation; of go 


gainſt the common enemy ſhould probe 
ſucceſsful,) and to prevent 1 like cala« 


mities ii future Pom 155d ed orfur 


_- Thoſe ſtate-miniſtsxs, 8 . 
ſhall have ſufficient courage to give up, 
in time, all reliance on undue parkias 
mentary influence, and ſhall piove tliat 
their regard for good and Aga govern? 
ment is ſincere, by promoting ſome le- 
gal means of reſtoring to the electors of 
counties and greut cities their due pro- 
portion of repreſentation and conſequence 
in the great national-afſembly," thoſe mi- 
niſters, I ſay, howſoever their former 
meaſures may have been diſliked;'; will, 


5 by ſuch a proof of theit Ancerity ina re- 


formation, enſure to themſetves the pub- 
lic eſteem an confidence: for there is 5 
2 general diſpoſition in Engliſhmen to 

P reg all differences of opinion in po- 
1 tics, andito 2 all party animoſities 
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* thoſe e by a change 5 
of conduct, give probfs of a future re- 
gard: for popular and conſtitutional rights. 
And the almoſt certain advantages to the 
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aud e empire; 3 * for no nd of | 
accommodation will be ſo effectual and 
certain as ſuch . à proof f ſincerity”. in 


amen he deſires to rule his 
ſubjects: at bame according to the ſtricteſt 
rule of legal. .and: confittutional princi- 
ples,! and is r Os all meaſures 
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Men c Theſe 8 were written in 
March, 1777. The author had previouſly informed a 
nobleman in adminiſtration, that the Americans were 
roclined to a re · union, even under the crown, on conſti - 
tutional principles, provided his majeſty's minillers 
could give a proof: of their fincerity. in treating, by 
adopting ſame legal means of political reformation at 
home, and that the proper conſtitutional. terms, con- 
ſiſtent with the natural rights of Britiſh ſubjects, would 
certainly k be accepted, if tendered within two or three 
months; but that no terms ſhort of independency would 
or could be. accepted: after the expiration of ſix months 
om hat time. , The deſixe of pointing out ſuch a p 
of | reformazjay,, as might be ſuitable to Se b re- 
Ania ; gecakioned. theſe remarks. 105 Ih 
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or deſigns which cannot obtain the an- 
influenced aſſent of his great national 
evinicil: and the king's | miniſtets are 


never anſwerable for: meaſures, hovtſos 
| ver unſucceſsful, after the ſame have / ob- 
| fluenced parliament. 
 bufneſt as this the throne ſhall be:eftabliſh» 
ed: whereas an obſtinate -perſeverance 
and continuance in the contrary mode of 
_ adminiſtration will, of courſe, occaſion 
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advancing till farther. in violent and un- 
popular meaſures; Which, like the caſe 
of Richard II.“ muſt inevitably end 
ion! No reformation, howe= 
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55 1 But 0 enn was not 0 wid theſe re. 
e peated declarations: he thought his power and dig 
<« nity very precarious, While it depended on the 4. 


4 phority of parliament. He dreaded the popular zarty; 


« and thè effects of oppolition and refiſtance, which he 


„ had fo lately experienced; and could: not bear the 
reſttaint, which theſe appreh 


ns laid him under. 
. Hi Whole views therefore Were from this time 
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mort, untill the” mode of! deing//it hat 
beer/fieff adopted and "apprived( by ze | 
majority uf the ELECTORSG "themfehver"in 1 
turh county; but, hen "their! conſent | 
is one obtained, the oſtenfible propo- 1 
| ſets ald promoters ef the theafure” will = | 
be amply ſecured: from all hlame, in caſe 9 
the alteration mould not prove effectual; „ 


and, on the other hand,” they will cer 
rainly enjoy the principal credit of the a. 
mendment, in cafe the meaſure ſhould bs 
found to auſwer the GefFADIE 8 
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& treaty of peace with France, Fc.“ See the learne 
biſhdp! Lowetfs Life uf William of Wykeham, ps 
232. King Richard's obſtinate perſeverance in yn 
errohicous and dangerous notions produced thoſe very 
evils of which he was moſt afraid, ws.) the lofs/of hir 
' erozn, his liberty, and bis life; for the Machiavelian 
policy of his mihiters, in Pes beg parliamentary 
cortaption and in maintaining x fanwitg army of Cheſd · 
ire time-ſervers, ſerved only to precipitate the mo- 
warch's deſtruction, and to haſten the revolution, 
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be king might ſafely, PRey (in a 
Pecchito his; pacliament or by: prœela- 
mation); bis earneſt deſice to be more 
accurately. informed of  the-+ſenti ate 
of bis people; and that he theref 
wiſhes to promote, by legal, and. « 
rational means, a more equal — n 
tation of all perſons who are at preſent 
entitled to vote for bnights, LItivens,. and 
turgeſſes, in parliament, that elections 
may be made in an equitable and ſuſt pro- 
ortion to the NUMBERs..of thoſe who 
vote for each denomination, without leſ- 
ſening the total number of repreſenta- 
tives ſent up at preſent from each coun- 
ty; and he might refer the conſideration 3 
of the: moſt. juſt and unexceptionable 
means of doing this to the verh. perſons 
whole: rights are concerned, by autho- 
| rifing he his ſheriffs to ſummon grand-j uries,, 
in theic reſpeRiye--counties, to conſider 
and propoſe: the moſt equitable mode. f 
ſending the p preſent . hos knigbts, 
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in the indenture for the county of Kent, 
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| hoy ; offenſu, totius comitatue e, 
— 1 ted, vet che damm oft the ins 'Y 
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preſs mention of manucaplors were gene» 
rally. eſteemed a neceſfaty precaution in 
thoſe ancient times, of which more ſhall 
be faid hereafter, 9 80 e e 
The moſt obvious 1 means of reforma- | 
tion are either to, divide each county, jato . 
01 many equal diſtricts as may moſt, con- 
veniently be repreſented by 27 3. or 4, de- 
puties, ſo as to include the whole number | 
now ſent from cxch 8 or elle to 
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and Arat, hy. the joint 1 uffrages of all 
the electors together, at the county-court, 
agreeably to the ancient examples already 
Gited. By theſe regulations, indeed, the 
borough-yorters might complain'thar they 
would be injuted by loſinga large propor- 
tion of their borough Repreſentation; that 
is, they would certainly loſe that unregſon- 
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at preſent, fa as mere "burgetles of 889 
borough, ) they have no pretence, Thie 
experience alſo of late Vente has thewn 
that it is become neceffaty to enforce the 
ancient laws, Which ordait that both the 
elefers and the elected (halt be * ebdemt 
* comitatu commurantes et kee ( 3 
And wo to o renew the ancient cuſtom © 
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thoſe times, that was not a new Par] 


annual Patliaments was made) and his 


ts) 


vnlttionaiqouueAccefareiq the Sole 
reign of Edward III. If he could ſhew- 
that there ever was a Parliament, in 


7 


k 


ment; his Comment might be juſtified! 

But it is; votorious' that:YVrits were iſſued 
er e that whole reign: The 
ved with the Returns upon them. n 
the ca alogue of Election Wirits, which 
Prynne has given in his 1 Nee 
mentaria Rediui va, p. 4 to 6, there is an 
account of Writs iſſued for new Elections 

in every year- of that King' screign; be- 
wagen his 34th (when the laſt Act for 


* -0 


ME: year, except 3, viz, the 4. h, : 
41k, and 48th, years; in which years the 
Records of Summons to the Prelates and 
Lordsof Parliament are alſo wanting, as 

appears by di William eg "A 
viahas #269 5 25 oi us —_ 


64 


4 x the N obility.” n 


n aan 8 


1 And pet this affords no abſolute proof 
that Parliaments were not holden 7 in thoſe 
very gears, for which the Writs are want+, 
ing; becauſe the bundles of, Writs for 
the faid years may have, been, Joſh or 
miſlaid. The only wonder is, that more 
haye not been loſt, when we conſider the 
very little care that. had been taken of 
them; for Prynne found many of theſe 
Writs diſperſed among a vaſt miſcellane- 
ous heap: of other records on various ſub- 
jects. (as he himſelf relates i in bis Epiſtle- 
Dedicatory to King Charles II. of his 
Brevia Parliame entaria Redi viva ) cal- 
ling, the ſaid heap a confu ofed_ Chars, 
© under corroding putrifying cobwebs, 

2 «duſt; and, filth, in the darkeſt corner 
« of Czſar's Chapel in the White Tow- 

60 er, as nere uſel 95 Reliques not worthy. to 
5 Be \calendred,” Fc. And, in page 
103 of n Gm, works he ſpeaks of 17 
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n „ Bundles 


$1 
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nales öf Writz 14 ek gy: hack only 
= then le Moves” el, 70 | 
banoed, pick << hei er 
th ce . 1% Bonde" (yh) 4 
«pot & conplat, ab6ve batf ot three parts 
4 of yy fits deltieither Totes) eon. 
& filmed, thahtncd, torn, or- ufer hi, 
*thiright dare — wet, tankets, or 
«other caſualtics; "ind fone” Stachel 
& have * not above ttb, three,” or fout 
Md ppg two but one Writ 
| and Retorn'feiniir Toe ©2l1991th ein 
2 But that there were really Writs fot 
Furliaments, even in thoſe three) yeats, 
| which appear to t be wanting, at leaſt in 
7206 of them, is very certain ;- becauſe it 
was in the goth year of this reigu, as Sit 
Edward Coke informs us, (4 Inſt. p. 
13,) that the Pope demanded homage 
forthe kingdoms of Enpland and Ireland, 
and the feat! of reuenue granted by 
King Jom to Pope Iündeent III. 
ds OO We mage” in cht lane 
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d gear. wy a Court of Parliament. u 
Se. as Bir Edward Coke proves from the 
Parliament -Rolls of that year, No 8, 
remarking, at the ſame time, that the 
Act then made was © never yet enen ; 
. Seo margin, 4th. Inſt. p. 13. 

And it appears that a Bartinnione was 
eld allo in the 48th year of this reign, 
| becauſe ſupplies were in that year granted 
# the King by Parliament, as related by 
His e Baker, in his Chronicle, p. 
178, Wiz. in bis eight. and forticth 
ba * year 11 14 artet ENT, + TIO 
N ae 1: FI _ 


+ * tn this Parliament it was vatolacally 0. by ; 
2 Dukes, Dounts, Barons, and Commuter, 
{i et le-Commun,”” and again, er-Commungs,”” . that 

the ſaid King John, nor no other, could put himſelf, 
&/nor his Realm, nor lis Peuple, in ſuch Sobjetdice. | 
#5, without their nt (* ſans aſſent de eux') ; and, if 
n jt was done, it was done without their Aſent,” (that 
3s, Without the Aſſent of the Commons; for the Aﬀent of 
the Batons was en preſſed in che Charter,) and con- 
__* trary.to his Oath at his Soronation, p. 14. Where- 

upon Lord Coke cemarks; in the margin, that 46 no 
King can put himſelf, nor his Realm, nor his Pea» 
. ple, in ſack Subjection, 7 1 
ou * and Commons in Parliamgas;" We 


ACA) 
e him d roth ol he Clergy, and a 15h 
of the Laity.“ 80 that there is but 
one year, out of ſo many, in which we 
"cantiot'trace'the meeting of the annual 
Parliaments: And annual Writs for ntw 
Elections were regulatly iſſued for the 
firſt 18 years of the following reign, (as 
appears by Prynne's . ad part of a brief 
« Regiſter and Survey of the "ſeveral 
% kinds and forms of parliamentary 
« Writs,” pages 116 and 1 17 till Rich- 
ard II. (chat wretched perjured dna 
bad rendered himſelf ahholute. x 9955 
After conſidering theſe unqueſtionable | 
evidences of the iſſuing Writs annually 
for new Elections, it will be difficult to 
e the meaning of Sir William 
Blackſtone $ Comment on the laid two 


ol 


* 0 - ; : * * , : o c a f «a 5 *F a 


/ ha 


* His ee e very lan ant o- 
ated. his own Loſs of Power, and total Ejedtment 
from the Throne; ſo that, notwithſtanding his boaſted 
Firmneſs in executing his favourite meaſures, he was at 
Jaſt reduced to the moſt abject EI * 
bis own unworthineſs to reign. . . 8 5 


* 20 


Ats Os annual Parliaments: Not that 
e he (the King) is, or ever was, obliged 
£4by theſe Statutes to call a new Patlia- 
cement evety yeat; but only to permit a 
4 Parliament to ſit annually for the re- 
*:dreſs of grievances and diſpatch of bu- 
* fineſs, if need be. — Theſe laſt words” 
_ (fays he) are ſo looſe and vague, that 

E ſuch of our monarchs, as were incli- 
46ined': to govern without Parliaments, 
4 neglected the convoking them, ſome- 
*:times for a conſiderable period, under 
$'pretence. that there was 0 0 4 
et bem, ', A 10% 1 5 211 
v3 But“! These laſt 1 are 1 5 * hoſe 
640 and vague" as * ae 10 juſtify his. own 
JA of the ſaid Statutes, (viz. 
nbt to call a new Parliament every 
40 year but only to permit a Parliament 
ee to fit,” Sc.) or to excu ſe, in the leaſt 
degree, the criminal neglects of thoſe de- 
2 praved monarchs who were inclined to 
Sovern wihout chem: for the. words, 
81. Fer 95 H 2 * 


AS 


(- x2 ) 


* Word batt  elifmibtz according to the 
tnoft obvious ſenſe of the AR wherein 
they ire: found, be applied to the main 
purpoſe: of the AR; (the holding ann¹,,p 
Purlidments, but metely' to the remains 
ing part of the ſentence, vin und morr 
egen: that is, and more often, if 
t need be“ The Order, flat a Har. 
ec jiument ſiull be bolden EweRy TRAR 
„ once,” is abfolate; and the diſeretio- 
naty power, expteſſed in the words if 
nerd be, relates apparently to the cal 
ung Parliaments © more gftin : for, if the 
aid diſcretionary words, . heed: hey” 


| Told, wich any propriety, be applied to 


the whole ſentence} the Act itſelf would 
have been nugatory ; which could never 
be the intention of the N but the 
true meaning and ſenſe of the Legiſla 
ture is very clearly proved by the hiſtories 
of thoſe times: for it is manifeſt; not oni 
that mew Repreſentatives. were elected e 
| op year (with 8 one exception). fore 
4 I conſiderable 3 


bay P 


conſiderable number of yeats after the 
laſt of the ſaid Acts was made, (which 
confirms | the. main purpoſe df the Acts, 
v the. holding annual Parliaments; 7 
but i it is alſo manifeſt, that. Parliaments 
Were frequently 8 << More ien than 
once a year; which amply confirms al- 
ſo what I have before ſuid, concerning 
me aRaning of che diſcretidnaty power, 
expreſſed! in the cad 4⁰ by the ad 
5: i need be. N v4, 35. Weds, 2 (4 
Theſe very A EleQions (fomg- 
times two, three, and four, times IN 
ONE YEAR) ſafficiently prove. that the 
power, dlelegkted by the people to their 
Repreſentatives, continued n longer In 
Force chan during the Seſſion of the par- 
n „ to n oy wot 


, .F 4 ; 1 
We 250 14 +. 7 


85 . Witz were iſſ Tue, for WER 3 new N 
in the öth year of Edw. III. 2 in his 11th year, 3 in 
his nach year, and even 4 in his 14th Yeur; and Uhere 

appear to have been 2 aero Parliaments in the. 7th, of 
Rich, II. See Pune Brevia Parlianentaria Redi⸗ "Or, 
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N 
wmmohed; which being © once" detern 
Reined,” - (fays Prynne, 1ſt part of Brief 
Regiſter, Cc. of Parl. Writs, p. 3340 
bey preſently ceaſed to be Knights, Citi- 
n eu, B argeſſes, TROY in an y ſuecerd- 
et ing Parliam Touncils;" - tileſs 
i newly Wm _ baun Herve in 
** hem, by the King's NEW Writs, as our 
Lato Books” (referring to 4 Ed. IV. 
F 44. Brook, Officer, 2 5. 34 Hen. VIII. 
c. 24.) „and experience reſolve," &. 
d therefore Judge Blackſtone's: inſi- 
nuation, againſt the calling of a'ntww/ Par- 
liament, has no real foundation: for, if it 
was the intention of the: Legiſlature, in 
the two Acts abovementioned, that the 
King ſhould ever ſu mmon any Parlis- 
ment at all, they muſt neceſſarily be un- 
detſtood to mean a new Parliament on 
all occaſions; i. e. not only that the regu- 
* Parliaments, which they ordained :“ 70 

*:þe holden every hear once,” ſhould be 
uy Parliaments, | but alſo thoſe that 


. SW NMR GT IND 
ſhould 


& 


7. 
would be'finmoned upon any extravidit 
nary ubforefcen occaſions; which is ſuf- 
ficiently expreſſed in the iſt of the fad 
Acts, by the words, nnd more often, if 
<need be.” The meaning of the Act is 
ungute ionably proved by the actual iſſuing 8 
of weits, to the Sheriffs, for eleQtin ing | 
Knights, Citizens, '&c, for oo two, three, ; 
and ſometimes four, new Parlliinctite) 1 
one year, as mentioned above: And if an 
perſon ſhould object, that ſuch very fre= 
duent El-#ims muſt be attended with i in- 
ſuperable difficulties and ineonveniences, 
we may quote the experience of all an- 
cient times, as affording ample and ſuffi 
cient proofs to' the contrary; ec there be⸗ 
4. ing not above two or three caſes of e= 
o lections queſtioned, or cotplained 6 . 
from 49 Hen. III. till 22 Edw] Wes 
{that is, more than 200 years,) "me for 
& ought that appears by the Retornes er 
& Parliament-Rolls, and Nor $0 Myer 


* 775 e e 9 6) 
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4e ONE PAVBLE: Ravonne or It 

„ NENT URE2 Wherewith all the ate Bun- 
0 des, or Writs, are ſtored, and the 
Ine: ef Commons, and late Com- 
* mittees of, Privileges peſtered, perplex= 
ed; to the greot retording of the more 
ce weighty Ger affairs of the King and 
« Kingdom.” Prynne, Brevia Parl. Ro- 
div, p. 137. -This enormous evil, the 
retard ment of buſineſs, by undue Re- 
turns, will not (E may venture, without 
the ſpicit of propheey, to aſſert) be reme . 
died by the nem Regulation for that pure 
poſe. The Commons were never. (in 
ancient times of Freedom) - eſteemed 
the proper Judges of their own Elec 
tions, but the King alone, that is, in his 
limited judicial capacity, by. his. Juſtices 
and his ſworn Jpries; in the Courts of 
Cammon-Lay.. If my countrymen will 
ſeriouſly conſider. all theſe points, thay 
- maſt. be convinged that the only fare 


method of healing the alarming diſtem- 
| vs | 


1 
pers ef gur political Conftitution®, is do 
 reftors tothe people their ancient and juſt 
Nahen ele a ne Parliament, te 

«gear cher, atid More often df. weed be.” 
Ne Parliament could have any ritzht 


todeprive the people of this Ineſtimablt 
Pam, unleſs the Repreſentatives had ex- 
proſſſy conſulted their reſpective conſti- 
ents upon it: as the alter ation was of 
tos much moment to be intruſted tothe 
diſctetion of any Repreſentatives or Depus 
ties whatſoever, being infinitely. mors 
important than ** arty new devite, moved 

* 00” be King's behalf, in Parliament, 

bo ih S Conn | * the\moſt 5 


> . che Aber 57000 Debt; the Ales 
Fonfons3 the ſccret parliamentary Influence; 4 ſand. 
ing Army of near 100 Battalions of Foot, beſides Ca- 
ry, iu tine of Pate! {this was firſt pridted zu 1774 


Sci e. e. which maſt rendler the Z/ates and Property 
of 3 and inſecure, or finally EAT 


| JON UP with growing Barrbens, if theſe fatal ſymp- 


Re 


dily checked and thrown off, by the wholeſome pre- 
þ wwe fa "af 1 Repre/ aaf 5 T 4 20- 
| Fre A I 


f the moſt dangerous political tonſumption are not 


* 


(* „ 


elicitat and bände Right ef the 
whole boch of the Commons (I mean the 
Principals,” not the E Deputies or Agents) 
was materially 1 inj jured by che fatal change, 
and the people's power of controul, for 
the general good of the kingdom, was 
thereby apparently diminiſhed! ſo that; 
if it is the duty of Repreſentatives (even 
in © any He device” of mere © aid, or the 
ile ) to conſult their Conſtituents, 
how much more, upon the propoſal of 
ſo material an alteration in the Conſtitu- 
tion, ought they to have anſwered, that, 
« in this new device, they DARE NOT 
% AGREE WITHOUT 'CONFE- 
% RENCE WITH THEIR COUN- 
% TRIES!” .. Theſe ate the words: of 
Lord Coke, who mentions them as the 
proper anſwer,# e when any new device is. 
55 moved,” &c. and he adds, whereby 
2h ir an (ays he) that sven 


. 725 CoNnFERENCE | 


N * See alſo _ anſwer of the Commons. in 13 Edw. 
III. (as reported in Sir Robert Cotton's Abridgement of 
the Records, ke. p. 17. almoſt i in the ſame word:. 


6 


ce b er 25 1 * the 
&« Jaw and cuſtome of Parliament, . 4h 
"Inſt; p. 14; ſo that no Repreſentative 
can be juſtified (according to the Law 
ce and Cuſtome of Parliament 7 who re- 
fuſes to receive the Inſtructions of his 
Conſtituents, notwithſtanding that ſeve- 
ral very ſenſible, worthy, and (I believe) 
fincerely patriotic, gentlemen; have lately 
declared themſelves to be of a contrary 
opinion; but, when they peruſe the ſeve- 
ral authorities which I have cited, con- 
cerning the abſolute neceſſity of a very 
Frequent appeal to the ſenſe of the whole 
body of the people, I truſt, in their can- 
dour and love of truth, that "oy w"_ 

alter their ſentiments. 
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ANCIENT, LEGAL, AND CONSTITUTIONAL, 


RIGHT of the PEOPLE, 


Ti 0 out mario for every Seffon of 
Parliament; 


1 1 £205 V2. 1 50 fo ON 
Not only et every 7 car once,” 
BUT ALSO 


ce More often if Need be: : 


As expreſsly required in the old Statute, and 
confirmed by the general Uſage of ancient 
ö e, demonſtrated by the Evidence of 
Wu ORIGINAL Wars roa ELgcTION : 
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8 4 23 0 R 


1 0 a Member of the SURRY Committee: 


Tame crane, 
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e e Hare . i the” attention „ 
1 that! the ſhortneſs of the time | 
would permit, in ſearching and procuring 
authorities, to enable you. to oppoſe the 
ohjections lately made to annual parlia- 
ments, as ſtated i in your kind letter of the 
47th, inſtant. — With reſpect to the firſt, 
e. their: e © incompeteney, „ nd that the 
2 empire 16% vaſt, and  foreig gn. conne#ions 
&« fo interwoven « with 186; I beg leave to 
3 remind you, that the empire is not now 
more interwoven | with. foreign connec- 
tions, (I mean t thoſe of Europe, which a- 


: lone have Power to affect us,) than they 
were when. _ annual 1 40 (and 


; bliſs lay of the jand; 1 I mean in | the 
> bu glorious 


vers, "4 the richeſt and moſt Populus 
protintes f Privits Werk thb hefe Tow 
dominictevfthofamily:tipod thethrohe; 
and when the remainder of that mighty 
and extenſive empire, with the exception 
5 of very few provitte os, (the great duke 
of Burgaddy Hitafelf" dbihg' tOmage for 
ſis eftates,) Bolonget abfolütely £6 che 
crown of England, by the tight of cot⸗ 
queſt. But the true conſtitütibnaf ans 
1 5 to the objection ic, chat alt foreſgit 
dormnlons, acqufred e crown of 
ogland, ang ts br ver nel by free pare 
Lament of chor own, duly eleted by the 
ithabfrants of catlt diffint country ref- 
pedtively, who Have not only wo VM 
right, but the 3 tnvwkdge and 457 tiet, 
how to preforibe laws for their on g- 
verdient, ſafety; aud Becelfted. T 
is thie only true mean of removing alf Gk. 
fieulty from tlie government of Man do- 
anion, becauſe, in the * place, it is 
the 
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A 62 . 
thee on that is-ſteifhly; epnbſtent, 
with. che ap(aral rights of the inhabitants 
in cagh dominion, ſeparately conſidered ; 
and-alſa,i.agly,. the only-means of pre: 
yentiog the iohabitants of ſach diftant 
dgominipns, t colonies, from ivading the 
natural rights of each other, which: is the 
fquree of civil war and diſunion; and, if 
this moſt eſſential principle of our. con/t#- 
tation, and of natural equity, had been 
fegarged by adminiſtration, .agreeably. to 
what] have lated, in my Declaration. of 
the. Peoples Rights, reſpecting Ireland, 
we ſhould not have loſt America! —— 
The only ttue means, for inſtance, to 
preſerue the Britiſh empire in Eof- Talia, 
which Rill-remains: to us, is, to inſtruct 
the Saoders, and lower caſts of the Indian 
tribes, congerning their nature! right to * 
# Hure ix the government af thoſe, coun- 
tries which they inhabit, that their duly- 
elected repreſentatives, in a general aſ- 
d # N Dae confidence” to reef 

K EE 


a 22 4 4 $1 $3.44 
and | 


10e conte cht deteha l: He of the Bra- 
mine, by witch they are helden in ſlä- 
very, and rendered . ee ee 
as well as Eutepeat; Wolves'and-tigers( 
lle Englith company of : e 
zided by the [Britiſh government, have, 
at preſent;' both power and ihfluence-ſuf- 
ficient to effect this, and teſtore them to 
their righits this would be an obligation 
never to be forgotten, and which would 
eſtabliſſi trade upon its proper baſis, and 
remove all difficulti es, at well as expence, 
fromthe government of | that vaſt: empire 
but, if the opportunity be too long ne- 
elected, it may be ſuddenly loſt for ever 
With reſpect to the ſecond objection, 
| HW The apprebenfions of diforder* on''tob 
. ſrrguemt elictions: The. evidence of 
experience confutes it, as, I hope, I have 
already proved in the two little \tradhs, 
ob WE: 113 T6601 Fido, \ (LET 1 Ati fand : 
ste the Ligal Means of political Reforiation; 
wo tracts, p. 31 and 32, alſo 55 and.g6.. Ses alſo, the 


r laſt ; paragra ph of the Memorial of the Deputies 
| from 


ach of tho; thy bf king; Henry VI. 


an ample teſtimofly; ; becauſe. the per 
venters'ofahe bonftitution. at that. time, 


' lot, better „Gere na 
—— ptennial 
alecbions, but only in the futufe tenſe; that 

hey fhallbery likely ariſe and be.” They 
evule not complain; that chere was 4 
number of burru geous people at county elec- 
bee e eren, auer eu dub 
a un ae fel munber of * hi pi 
met; 5 buipagemsy" was not applicable 
tothe 7 — 2 have 

 qv6eitfirlly- branded 
"tive, Rnd" with the cha 


e 


_— 
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40 — bo per? as e avith by roo þ ate; 
ie moſt Peateably ond... Jo 5 
abe bgal Means, H. p. 29, 30· 


d T 68: 1 
ain i che manher of hatding the e 


WV 10a ds, has the ee of an ihe, 


Snvariad brad he bchadent ef dhe 
pheaple, chat is, 10 a cnnelgſi naar and 
thereby it anſwered the debeitful putpoſe 


of thoſe] who framed (or mech mo. 
aſks * ul ? 


cabſeantivesch 0 e. Peoples for Hase n 
a preamble has the unqueſtion able effect 
af deſteaying the for ceaf-any ſtatute. 
But, if the people really wers ou rageans 
_ elections, as well as exce/ively uma. 

yet, it is certain, that they HAT eee 
their nadel and intended the, ood: of Ss 
kingdom in general; becauſe veg! have 

the evidence. of all. antiquitz, that ho 
majority of theſe exceſſtve numbers, were 
gezberally * er to parliament the 


el "by che teſtimony, To 4 quoted. Ran. a 
* 8 „N 3 | 


1 * *%w 
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-. © 
Pronney in pl. g fand 32 of my Rrft Hitle 
tralt, E büt ao by che vridenes of that 
lerne antiquarian, Browne Wilis/ Bly: 
who tells us, iy the prefate of his Nez 
tiwparliamentaria, that r Abr 4} 
*:#85"-(viz;tlioſe that were ehoſcm by 
dhe currugeoli uni eborffrot timber of pebi 

pur) at eee 
eme the pritierp 6 
— mars ber " 
eeeſtivedecral burgefſes? hte Bereton "7 
4 fore elected out of Wer reſpetties 
aebi keb ald were enhythe triEr 
eee ee er NENA T 
ef of Mair cher borüsuntteb: WP 
© Pomte bödiref Yet;"in- King Edvard 
Ves Une; eee "may of 
Tien F e by. 2 Se. 5 
Sec hege 28 int emen rene 
For who ate ſo fit to. judge 


affairs ven chat the vaſt, 
0715 } [2 1255 19318 * 067 BE 1 £: _— 101 2 90. | 


951. 8 
n "4s; * vw * Kal ait 1 fo ANG e 1 and 


* | \ 4 5 7 
"i api a b equa eprgfentdtian, Ran 1 


a> 5 
and foreign bpm 
Leut, 1 0 ICCL KPH 
ting,) as the; principal gentry: and qu 
* « kit" bout, af, — counties, zand the 
*% 3 R 5 out 


1 OT e — — tn 
and burgeſles, as thoſe of ancient times, 
oy ——— in, — — 


41 eee, a 


bi W ©. rable ; 


NT 80 fart is 1 + en rom the truth, that the de- 
puties from the ſeveral petitioning counties, Oe. have, 
in their Monz, declared, that (f oortening the du 
ration of the ſitting of Parliament e car only be done, con- 
* <(I6DInTLY WITH. the cos rr b I on, 9 avith | 
 * the bef policy, on any enlarged vita, ; by ſporteningiit fro : 
4 Tax PERIOD OF A YBAR 3” and they afterwards cite 

- the ancient acts, which ordained, that “ 4 parliament 


gal b. lolden nee ere cike | 


5 Op 7¹ ) 
| table ignorance, or of ſack S el 
5 filſehood and effivacery, "as ſcarcely de- 


fervesan aufder!!! 
EE I have made any error br mikepg⸗ 
 ſentition'i in either "of the little tracts, let 
bg ehen Solve it ost; 46 bey a 
not find · me back ward to ſubrait to truth; 
for that is my d uty to God and man! — — 
— * to condemi tbe dodrine” in th 
lamp, withdu rdeighing t to give 4 ſingle 
teaſon or 'proof againſt it, though 'it is ſup- 
ported by the moſt unqueſtionable hifto+ 3 
| rical evidence, of Which many even of 
dhe original documents «a mean the an- 


nuul, or rather /e ſional, writs" themſelves) 
dd ill exiſt, in our public records, to this 
2 day, is ſuch a deteſtable perverſion of 
truib, ſuch a depravity of human nature, 
bs in the baneful ſervice of our great natu- | 
= enemy, the father of } lies, that 1 | 
_ ſhould hardly have believed my own ears, 
bid Fbeen preſent when, the objection 
„ TT Ones ney” 
' | es | | Perſons, 


4 


1 kund why diſegyer, dach impotent 
malice. agaioſt 4ruthy, muſt, be warned of 
their Hpiritual danger, leſt they e 
lat for exer 10115 8 511 1 8 11 : 1 | 
-. That yay. may he able mars; cafily, 0 
x - afute ſuch objeQors, I. have; genf, YR 
Browne, Wallis's N titiz; patliamenfaria: 
 - where you. Will find, in the very firſt tae 
5 ble of write, (vz. that, fot the county of 
Bedſerg,) examples of annuel pleciony 
for twenty Vers together, in continual 
| Jnecaſſion,. except in one ſingle inſtance; 
Bel graithien Will Nac more ably 


were two general Zledliqns i 10 hy welt | 


- 
* 
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+ 32-4 +I 1 * 3 . 
: 3 ? 
} a4 - bi in 
* we off L By 4 0 i | | 
299 | . f i 


t _ 5 
. r in the "0 and ou , 
inthe th year. This affords ample. 


proof; not only chat nete parliaments. 


ſuould be hoden every year once, but EVER. 


TOY” neu .. 20G book con- 


volt 8111 tl 1 if $75k T1, tains: 


earch hg wo OW: anceſtors, 10 
We rovincial parliaments, or ſoire-gemots, reg ularly 


„ Nabu bre. geren, u or Tb pailis 
creep ordained to be holden ““ a gears.: * 
Ge 1 E. 3d 6 in e . 

the 17th law of king Canute. See Lambard's Archio- 

nomias. p. ö and 1111 
1 rok the re . fliament} eth, '% %he ian. 
ah tut oa of | king Alfred, was 70 ne Hite a Jane.” See the peccr 
ee Joſtics of the kings. dench⸗ In Hartipden's tmst 
- eney. Ae T6, 1 and 14 Car. des alfo te parliamen« 
wo | and political tracts of Sit Robe Atkins, knt. judge of the court 
« en Chat 6, he 2+: / r rs Saxon king. Heul and his wiſe 
ar Ga is, the great covficil the kingdom) ordained, that 4 
ye 75 and oftener i in time of peace, ſhould meet in 
lays*thatantient book: ſtiled The Kfifrour of Juſ- 
1 —— WA: v + pot 36] -Byg EU Me 146 iris decorded, that 
& x parliament fall by bolden.exury year. ente, or mote aften F heed be } 


« This; (ſays judge, Atkins) “ does. not abrogate, nor alter King 
| c Alfred's law. See alſd Tis Dae or 4 Traatife of the 


Law and Cuſtom of Parliaments, 24 Edit; printed at London about Ws : 
Aae, * 2 the law, parliaments dutzbt to be very fres 

56. quent. Befote the Con veſt, (as it is untruly called,) by tha 
F law, parliaments were to * beld xi A 11 An, as appears by 
&« * king Edgar's. laws. 80 it was ordained by king Ae By the 


« « ſtat, of 4 Ed. II. e. 1. Parhaments ought to be Oe A TIA; 


% AND, S 5 by F By t6 Car. II. e. 1. theſe att ure de. 
i clared to be in forte, G... MN 152 nero parliaments are to be under 
tood in all theſe e, the ancient writ: afford bnqueſtionable tef. 


by the cth law of king E. gar, and 
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tains a great abundance of-vthbr;: exat 

pls: and, though the annual decide 
were ſometimes omitted; yet this affords 
no proof againſt the peoples gb to have 
them. Ansther learned antiquarian; 
Mr. Gurdon, informs us, in his Hiſtory 
of the -bigh! ©6v rt of Parliament, p 2 


N 103 % 
i N "t 


f 282, that . neu ſumm onſes were f 0.20. 


. out f for a 4 neus W once o Hear, 
1 2 WRT A; 8 ds A _ US at” 


'$ 1 14-64" lg als CES DW Ringo 2 1 is 3 {37 74 * 


n The continuance of parliaments for e a Herts, 1 
„ ſeems to. have been begun i in the 
reign of king Edward IV. after the people hac | Cen. 
ſo eruelly harraſſed by civil war, chat the 


or (perhaps) power left to oppoſe that 1 — ſure: 
pation 'of their patllamentafy rights by royal prorogurtync. 

In preceding times the adjournments, or provegations, 
= e words had then the fame, meaning.) were ſeldom. 
for more-thania;few days? ata time; and that only 
on exttaordinary and unavoidable oecaſions; as Hel- 


17 


19%, the a Webs of the King ot ö preat rd, the neg leck 


* 7 Tz ET EG - Wy Ab * _ ; ; *% 
ate. 190 104 755 7 Lt r e 9 {a+ YR At; * * 75 ee. k 


9 's 8 Abet 1 57 „The ſame Adety th! Verlidwentt, for abe 
. q cauſes, by, the, commandment, was Abb until Monday e- 
ing z and, on the fame Monday, i it was adjuiried until 3 nest 

| « follewing,.. for the like cauſe, at the fe mmandiient," See fir 
Rob. Corton s Abridgement « of the Records i in "the Tower, p. 2 —— 


N. B. Theſe adjournment, being made by the' 5 ; co ad, were 
manifeſtly What we n now call.  proregations 1 zz 


FP: * 13 LAS $4 . A 


em,! 
7 4 


: 2 

Ger * leah.” This book L have alſo ſent, 
fon your petuſal, and likewiſe an hiſtori- 
cal.Treatiſe of Cities and Boroughs, by 
Dr. Brady, who bears ample teſtimony 
_ tothe means. which, [have propoſed... in 
my ficſt tract, for obtaining a more equal 
mpreſentatim; for he Proves, that, © IN 
ESEVERAL, COUNTIES, the. CLTIZENS 
x nl dds» Laos Dogg and 


pw” W 
5. 5 
7640 Q * "TW R I | FRY 8 
a ann C1} 11.5 


of Fn & certain Prriffi in not returning their wrt. pf + 2 c. 
or wben the repreſentatives * promiſed to travel to their 


e countries,'?, to hold farther conference with their con- 


4 * 


2 Wa ny, e new device.” l . 


by * * 2 \ 1 4 
1. & 8 5 * A 12 7 + * 12 {3 1 : vs. : WH 


2455 7 king Richard II. The Foun Friday, being the 0h of 
pril, for that the duke Lancaſter and other lords were not returned 
from the North, and for that alſo certain ſperiſfi bad not returned 
" their worits, the parliament \ was adjourned until tbe Wedneſday fol- 


© Jowbing ;/ and, in the mean time, the commons were willed to go. 


c £, toget er to chooſe their ker Lid. 298, Fan 


| x3 King Edward in. The commons made anſwer, That they 
© knew and tendred the Lingls eſtate, and were ready to aid the 
2 ſame ; z only in this. new. device they durſt not agree without farther 
* aka writ their countries z, and ſo, praying reſvite until another 
time, THEY PROMISE TO TRAVEL TO THEIR COUNTRIES. 
7 7 Bd. p. 17 ) This laſt is the very deſt reaſon that can ever be given 
| for the proregation of parliaments, as this alone can reconcile, with. the 
people's juſt rights, the re-afſembling of a parliament without a pre- 
Vious re- elarion : that is, when the repreſentatives. t travel to their 
% countries, for the expreſs purpoſe of mm with the People, 
ond tw receive their inſtructions. 
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4 Abrersers qvehe fn "in "the 
i „ cou rt eobnrs with the XN Te, 
* on the tay of the KN1GHTS ELECTION? 
I * inthe SA court, and lintly return 
in o INDENTURE, eſpecially ow 
fle Aatute of the 230 of Ling ALS 
9 and, in ſome, after that,” © r. p. I” 
It would be 00 tedious to-give you 
more proofs reſpecting « the lau of the 
* land, ” in anſwer to the third objec- hs 
tion: and. in anſwer to the Tourth gbjece 
tion, Ve that the whole confifeution yy 
_ of new-medelled to that idea, 1 ſhall be 
| ain more brief, having only to add; that 
ve are far from defiring that the con- , 
e pution may be new-modelled;”. we only 
pray, that the vojuſt Har pationt, (made 
; without the conſont of the peoples) the 
. corruptians, and other ſuch aulas, 1 may be | 
taken away and reformed: and fhen che 
ancient conſtitution of annual elections, 
5 end ( e i wed nk will cecouor 


En 
its full vigour without any other altera 
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And humble ſervant, 
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22, 1780, 


Granville Sharp. 
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Addreſſed Is their reſpective 1 Meer- 
üngs, againſt the late Propoſition for a 
triennial Election of REPRESENTATIVES, i 
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By GRANVILLE SHARP, 
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To the Sande, Glergy, Breck wh s, and 


{ aer Inhabitants, of the .. 


turtistes, 55 K i el 5 515 
1 HE at Zeder! meeting of the 
© County of Tork K having adopted a 


propoſition. # 0 to Horten the duration 0 
© park, ament t 4 term nat. ; exckedin ng 


4 4 


our own committee may. probably hays 


« ebree years, * the worthy gentlemen 0 of 


preſerving unanimity with, 


ble county, to recommend the ſame pro- 


n 


' ther it is probable that a majority of the 
: fear keien Ge. of the Vorkſhire meet- 


conſtitution of annual parliamenti, or 
whether they may not rather have been 


N to ae the open declara . 


on WEE M tion 


+ 1 


. PCI — 


r 


= — 8 


been induced, by the laudable defire of | 


| therefore, pak ae ce pier whe — 


ing did really mean to prefer triennial 
1 to the ancient legal uſage and 


— - 


I 


erer 2 * A 
DIS i ESI Beg 


9 anne 
- 8 re 


n 


wages,” 
_— 
EIS 


ä EG Eons ANTE” 
A NN 


Be FY 1 r 128 PO PS — 1 W. AS =, Dune; . 
tion of their loyal attachment to that an- 


Gent lab for ftequent parliatents, i "IS. 
every year once, an mnore#ftenif netd 32,0 
merely through a deſirg 0 n 
utanipriqy o of their un e, by xi. 
ing a little, fo the ;preſeyt, to the pr 
4 dices of. 6 "few particular, * 
mong hem, 10 perfons, indeed, « of Hed 
Worth and deem, iy many reſp pects, 
and whoſe fentiments In general'de de ſerve 
the utmôlt attention at regard, but 
who unhap pity,” in this point, Are abe cb 
conceive, that 22 elections, and * mare 
et "often if ned be,” would be attended : 
with ſome inconveniences to themſelves. 
You have undoubtedly, in your” own 
- county, alſo,” ſeveral worthy' gentlemen Y 
of fortune, to whom great reſpect 1 is due 
from the peopli, on account of their 
known OI u 
ſition tod bad meaſures in general, Who 
nevertheleſs, perhaps, e eee 5 
ame . conceptians of Frequent: er 


| 1 4 56 ys lections; 


6% 50 


Bin and t. erefore you ou ein, by your 
FHALEARY * ar” 8 5 
own feelings, (I'n mean your reſpedt and 
en 


eſteem for ſuch rorthy men,) more « ea- 
ly Judge of Pi efect which the ſame 
1 ind of Taudable influence muſt neceſſa- 
ily have cauſed in the Yorkſhire meet- 


ing ; 3; which i Is the beſt reaſon, $1 believe, 


that can be. alſigned for their havitg 


3 + 


L adopted th that unconſtitutional meaſure. 5 
Vou are therefore moſt earneſtly, re- 


propoliions... HY: 
35 That, een great e and 


reſpes be certainly due to ſuch worthy | 
and ir dependent gentlemen, as I have 
deſcribed, yet your condeſcenſion to 


them ought to have ſome due limitation. 
I. That the bounds of. the ancient 


parliamentary conflitution. of the king- 
dom . ought ſurely 0 mark out the ur- 
moſt extent of your compliance with the | 


E: von Fart of the ariftocratical: intereſt, 


OSS IT ww 0 $64 K 1 


| rn $0 + 4 CO M 2 . In. = 


queſted to conſider the ne plain 


II. That i, on * bebte, your 


87 ©. 3% 


e to "preſerve VNANIMITY 
ſhou Id carry you 1 beyond th ſe legal bounde, 
you. will really | injure thoſe very gentle: i= 
men wham vou wiſh to oblige, as well 
as the whole art riſucratical intere}t (the 
0 crown, the lords, the country, gentle- 
wen in general); ' becauſe there is but 
bne true common intereſt, Which the fon: 
dane gta |; laws of the conflitution alane can 
15 eve. "Conſider alſo, * e 
IV. That utanimity is as zung ina bad 
meaſure as it is ſalutary in a govdone; and, 
Vi. That, if any compliance it proceed- 
Ings is to be "made at alt” 4 for the Jake 
Rs of unanimity,” it ought cettainly to b 
made where's rompliance is ing due; viz, : 
to the Con fituional reſolutint bf a felect 
body of intelligent gentlemen, &purti ta 
4 natimial cor ferente, by Freely=ctefted 
f committees from a very conſiderable pro. 
pot tion of the counties and mot populous 
cities and towns in England; Sto? refolis 
TRE; 1 0M tions, 


1 


” 


Lions, Which nerd eh agreed 


> upon by the ſaididpwics; and, thetefore, 
a bompliance, for the ſake of unanimity, 
; Wan moſt juſtly due to lem; and, the 
more eſpecially, as it appear: $ that t 
q formed their, concluſions by the Sand. 
mental laws and uſages of ihe conſtitu- 
tion. The ſtriking ſimilarity: alſo of ibis 
in many teſpecls, 1d an anci- 


all the counties, | cited e eee 


by lord Carysfort,® from Hoveden, adde 


great Wee to the reſolutions i in W 
| 15 ai 1 05 ya, 53 1. 21 * LS... tian, 


'K qv The! deputzes, in the habit others. thit 


] * ſoortentng. the duration of the fiNing-of purdi amunt cum only 


tbe 4b, CONSISTENTLY WITH THE CONSTITUTION, 


ler awith the be Policy in any. emlarged witw; hy SHORT = 
- © BNING IT. TO THE. PFR10D OF A'YEAR,” And thi 


7 they farther explain in the words of the old fatutes, wiz. 


(hatin. paar lament ſhould be Baldus oH even year, and 


 * MORE OFTEN, if need be; whence it is maniſeſt, 


that 7he lange duration, con};Rent with the conſtitution, is 


the perind of enefingle Jeon, even though two or mote 


| ſuch Frey ould be neceffary i in one Or the ſame year, 


N . See page 1 : of his lord ſhip? $ very judicious and hoyal 
tte der bo che yy of this county of W 


4 
# 
R 
N 
4 
9 
ö 
7 
|} 


rr 


wh ron, ads a8 to the abies of ther 
amanimity withwhich they were formed. 
That be member of the late depu- 
unanimouſy declated, in their 

9 otial, that**amual parti jaments ate the 
=. ancient con ſitution of this king om; and | 
<e the birthright of Enghamen;” and, in 
the three laſt paragraphs of their memo. 
vial, which « are highly worthy:your noſt 
careful attention, have not only proved | 
chat the 61d? 1105. requiring" 9 per. 


e fament fo be bilden © every year once, 


"Conveniences, as 


«© and more en; if need be,” meant a new 
: parliament every year, &c. (by the inſtan- 
ces of writs iſſued & tuo or. tbr e times in 
uh: the ſe me ear, fir new eleftions, but 
hey alſo prove, from the experience of 
former ages, that theſe very frequent elee- 
tions were not attended with any ſuch. i in» 
„ as the adyocates for long 
 -parkiaments: commonly pretend, but, 0. 
. CONLTArY recommend them, Fas 


15 


* n = - n %+ 0 $ 1 s 4 1 Narr « ds, 09 
* 8 
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geen, with the greathftpoich Gl. 


And; therefore, {ag are defited to'confi> 
er e e enen VI. 55 


20, ful che dep ve ney 8 FORE bei- 
© gzoning counties, re. the whole of chat reign, 
_ © (king Edw. III. ) and for the firſt eighteen. years of x 
| blies one; ae anudally ifſued; And, id N 
| Phet two or n the ſame year; "for, new 
Ai till Richard II. made himſelf abſolute. 
nd varioub Were the occaſions,” in-thole times,” When 
4the coftnmaus gave for anſwer, to any new prop! 
© of magnitude, that THEY DARED NOT AGREE 
br ene wWirn THEIR ebf 
bas period then was it, that the conſent of the People 5 
was aſked and obtained to ſo momentous a propoſal as 
<that of diveſtiig them of their expectod controul ver 
c 7 repreſentatives? i in fact, of changing the terms on 
© hich the delegation had paſſed from their hands? Au- 
dbl PARLIMMENTS are, there ſote, the aucizur 
© CONSTITUTION of England, and ny BIRTHRIGUHT * 
Englimmen. 
Nor are they] leſs beneficial i in \policy than eb 
in right. In the language of ancient times, before the 
prejudices of habit had thrown falſe colours over names | 
c and'things, they dere ever deſcribed as confiftent with the 
© preateff peace, and moſt peactably conducted. And, in par- 
« fiamentary records, for more than two hundred. years 


* > 1 
(ſa y th 


together, from 49 Hen. III. till 22 Edw: IV. We Had 


17 © not. ſo much as b double return, nor more than two or 5 
1 three inſtances of elections queſtioned on any ground = 

6 circumſtance furely moſt ioviting, when! put in contraſt 

_ © with that multitude of perplexing enquirjes Which, of 


1 ea years, n ſumed ſo much time in committees, 
= ks | 


TW 


6660 
VII. That the Vorkſhite pre 


bot thortening, * fle duration, g, porka- 
"4 iti to 'a term, not exceeding tles 


e gears, is totally. different. from the 


3 of { duration, explained and re- 


commended by the faid deppties, as ** ths 


46; ancient. conflitution of doe Ring domy and 
e birtbright of Engliſtmen;”. and, 


what i is worſe; has been adopted without 

the leaſt mention of that birthright i in any 
faving © chaiſe, , to aſſert a and 1 f f ferve * yo ur 
juſt claim to it for a future: time: where 
by it is manifeſt, that the promoters of this 
: nini ſcheme have really been-the firſt 


; 85 fender. 


et 66 te |; ,reat ail of Fr. 8 baliacks,) The 
« plain reafon is founded not in the time, but in the na · 
ture, of the thing; the duration of the ſeat was nat an 
object ſor a violent conteſt. This will alſo diſpel the 
objection ariſin 8 from the probability of tumult and ex» 
. penſiveneſs; to remove which! it will farther contribute = 
> not a little, if we would give attention to what paſſes 


9 now among thoſe large bod ies of eleQors, who.annual- 


© ly chooſe their corporate officers. But the argument a- 
« gainſt corruption ſurmountz 78 7 thing elſe. Nothing 

s "can 10 ſo 2 5 ot f defeating 1 it as this limita- 
„5 | WE Ts 4 tion. 


( 89 

offenders A that. deſirable unanimity, 

bich the conference of deputies was in- 
nded to effect; and, therefore, the cry 
of (i neceſſary unanimity, by which alone 
that unconftizutional. propoſition is at pre- 
ſent. recommended, deſeryes.not the leaſt 
attention. What! would you be unani- 
10110 againſt the ancient legal parliamen- 
tary conſtitution of the kingdom, which 
the. triennial ſcheme is manifeſtly calcu-, 


lated to eee You _ never to 


401 | Rm, + „ 
8 p ir 8 4 * i : 4 

= 

3 125 ti 2 | 8 . a * ” 75 — 1 1 8 7 * — 
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tion. A ſeat for three TY wiede i indices; a man's at- 
« tention to a bribe, He that fits but for one is very un- 
© likely to experience ſuch an offer, or will certainly re- 
*JeKit, if he would not wiſh to put all his future 1 
« tations to an imminent riſque. | 

When once the conſtitution of dae peel 
in ſheſe leading points, every thing elſe, that may ap- 
« pear to have its ſhare in reformation, muſt be ſubordi- 
nate in its claſs, and muſt follow in its time. And, 
the more effectually to inſure theſe, we entreat you, nei- 
© ther at the next or any future election, to engage your 
ſupport to any candidate, before you are ſatisfied that 
© he will give his affiſtance, in parliament, to the eſta- 
Sblimment of ſo much of theſe reforms : as may not then . 


bs accom pliſhed.” | 


in a eons a oat þ 
giflative authority of theit conſtituents for 
a longer time than it was delegited; and 
treacherdully preſumed, * 'to/rbotet” tons 
* ſulting their countries, to prolong 
ihe duration of parliaments to the preſent 
unreafonable term of Iven years; where - 
by they eſtabliſhed the baſis of that de · 


teſtable ſyſtem of corruption whielr hat 


been the true ſource of all your preſent 
grievances! And, Dr be Pleaſed 
to bo Gomes mr 

IX. That "OO ni 
as ſeptennial, are manifeflly. dangerous 


to the ſtate, and ſo gtoſſſy inconfitent 


with the ancient legal parliamentary:con- 
ſtitution of this kingdom, that the m. 


1 


eſſential Jaws and Klages, by which that 
Fonſtitgtion is PRA,” 0 nt Ale 
3 


| 3 . 2 ＋ 3 
| 5 ; 14 N FI. "If 19 / a . 4 F ? 5 9411 * 
bat parl * N en ts, 7 a 8 "well | » 


() 
really fubended by them. Vou cannot, 
therefare, without notorious difloyalty, (in 
the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word, ),adopt the 
propobri n for triennigi parliaments : ſo | 
that you have a moſt: ample excuſe for not | 
goncutring with 9 few particular gentle- | 
men, (whom yay wauld otherwiſe wiſh to 
oblige, ) vi. that you; rcampliance' with ith em 
in this matter would exceed che conftitut; 4 
. ounds of condeſcenſion, (mentioned 8 
in the ihrer firſt propoſitions,) and would 
really tend 10 ſybyort the people jut 
light to more Jrequent. Lin eng — Be- 
gauſe it is 'mapiteſ}, - —, PIO 
. i ha een 
naht, made by the people themſelyes in 
their colleQive, capacity, at their ſeveral 
cunty⸗ meetings, is infinitely more bind 
ing upon them (to exclude any futarg 
claim to the ceded tight) than the ſame 
 eopeeſion would: be, if made merely by 
_ e, in inne, with- 
Bom! „ out 


in) 


out the iaſttuction 61 f concurrence of e 


people. * And, therefore, you bug ghr te be 
Pantene aste, :e 
Kl. That the people E 
great body of conſtituents, © — betet 
yet, by any ſuch conceſſion, b 'be 
valuable birtright, (as the pros oy 
it,) the ancient Jaw" for annual partias 
ments. It has too often been pen 
indeed; ſometimes thigh! the Aal 
of kings, and laſtly even by the nepal 
of parliament itſelf, (of which the' ty! an- 
nical 7rienhial and feptennial Acts are la. 
mentable inſtances) ; yet, "is the Ai pen. 
n of it has never" been promoted by 
the requiſition or inſtruction of the peo- 
ple at lage. their right to it remains in- 
tire. Thie preſumption and treachery of 
their repielentatives, in conſenting to the 
triennial and Jepteniial” acts, can not n= 


jure their juſt title to it; becauſe, f in both 


theſe inſtances, me ms pre- 
280 


ſumed 


. 
famed to act contrary to an _— 1 
rule of patliament, by adopting a 
 Hbvice, (Which even affected a + dds 


tal law of the kingdom,) without cons 
*: ſulting their countries," which the con- 
ſtitution abſolutely requires in ſuch an 
important caſe; ſo that even that unwar- 
tantable pre umption of the repreſenta⸗ 
tives (in negleQing to conſult the people} 
is the very circumſtance which ſtill pre- 
| ſerves that fundamental and eſſential law 
a parFof the conflitution,' and as a Joſt 
right of the people, which they are en 
filed to demand and reſume whenever 
they ſhall be pleaſed to inſtruct their res 
pfteſentatives for that purpoſe; and to 
charge all perſons with diſhaliy, and e- 
ven tregſon to the conſtitution,” who ſhall 
dare to oppoſe them! But if, on the 
contrary, the people themſelves," in their 
| ſeveral county-courts, or aſſemblies, ſhould 
* ſo inconſiderate, or ſo depraved, as tö 


conſent 


C3 
conſent indifcciminately; to the propoſi/ 
on for a triennial electign, without a far 
ving clauſe to:affere theic, Hrbriꝝbe and 
reſerve their title to more frequent, elacy 
tions, (which-the Yorkſhire. menting has f 
un warily dene, ) know, for a gertainty 

XII. That, in ſuch an unhappy inat+ | 
tion to their own: rights, (Which, I 
pray. to God, they, may. neuer be purſed 
with,) they would betray. the.canbitation 
of the kingdom! they, would; betray ? 
_ fundamental Jaw of their anceſtors; 

which would mark their cbacafter with 
an eternal ſlain of difloyalty,1 And as they 5 
may, perhaps;} never, haue again D far 
vourable an opportunity, as the preſent; 

of recovering. their ancient bicthright. of 
annual elections, it would probably be 
loſt, irretrievably loſt, for ever! Your 
new triennial repreſentatives (in ſuch a 
caſe)! would moſt likely behave a8 former 


een Tepileptmives haye heretofore 
ane, 


wy * * a P 


1 9s 


: "07 — e and enſuve you 5 1 
1 ptennial lem of corruption! And 
| (what is worſe) you 1 would 0 
my Juſtly deſerve itt: 
But J hope better things 5 you; . 
1 truſt alſo that you will excuſe the ſeve- 
rity of my expreſſions i in this addreſs, as 
being prompted merely by an ardent zeal 4 


for your Proſperity, 


Ola Jewry, | 
Aptil zr, 1780. 


Granville Sbarp. 
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